
Latin and 
Greek Roots

Review of some Latin and Greek roots 
beginning with C and D



can, cend-
• glowing or 

glistening, burning, 
white

• Incandescent

• Incendiary

• Incense

• Candelabra

• Candid 



capt
• to take hold of

• Capture

• Captivate

• Captive

• Caption

• Captor



capit

• head

• Capital

• Capitol

• Capitulate

• Recapitulate

• Captain

• Cap

• Per capita

• Decapitate



cern

• Sift/decide

• Concern

• Discernment

• Discern

• Discernible

• Indiscernible
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Con vs contra

• Together vs against

• Concern

• Connect

• Concord

• Convene

• Consensus

• Contradict

• Contrast

• Contrary 



clar

• clear

• Clarion

• Clarity

• Declare

• Clarification



decim
• One tenth

• December

• Decimate

• Decimal



• across

• Dialect

• Dialogue

• Diaphanous

• Diagonal

• Diaspora

Dia (not di – that is “two”)



dict

• say

• Diction

• Predict

• Dictator

• Verdict

• Vindicate

• Valedictorian

• Indicate



duct

• Led

• Conduct

• Product

• Aqueduct

• Induction

• Ductile

• Inductee
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